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1997  GSNA  CONVENTION 
MOVES  INTO  HIGH  GEAR 


Show  Dates:  MAY  15,  16  and  17 
Thurs.  Fri.  and  Sat.  at  the  South  Jersey  Expo  Center 

Paul  Cunningham’s 

The  N.J.  Token  and  Medals  Show  is  Returning 
accompanied  by  another 

Major  Tokens  and  Medals  Auction  by  Joseph  Levine 

The  headlines  say  it  all!  After  successfully  negotiating  with 
Positive  Protection,  Inc.,  [Robert  Breuggeman,  President]  to  run 
the  GSNA  Convention  this  spring,  all  is  proceeding  on  schedule  for 
the  fourth  consecutive  state  numismatic  conclave  under  the  present 
administration.  Because  the  convention  dates  have  been  moved  up 
to  May  and  no  longer  are  in  conflict  with  the  Memphis  Paper 
Money  Show,  many  more  paper  money  dealers  are  interested  in 
taking  tables.  Paper  Money  is  currently  the  'hottest'  collectible 
going  on  the  numismatic  scene.  In  addition  to  this  area  of  the 
Hobby,  many  international  and  nationally  known  dealers  are 
expected  to  take  tables  including  dealers  affiliated  with  the  N.J. 
Tokens  and  Medals  show.  The  site  is  the  same  as  past  GSNA  and 
MANA  conventions  since  1995.  This  promises  to  be  one  of  our 
best  state  conventions  ever.  More  information  on  the  upcoming 
convention  and  GSNA  appears  inside  this  journal. 
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President’s  Message 

After  serving  as  GSNA  General  Show  Chairman  for  1995  and  1996, 
Harry  Garrison  decided  to  step  down  due  to  extraordinary  responsibilities  at 
work.  The  GSNA  was  indeed  fortunate  to  have  Harry  in  this  position  while  he 
served.  During  the  two  years  he  held  the  post,  he  helped  to  bring  the  GSNA 
Convention  back  to  some  of  the  prominence  it  held  during  the  ’80s.  Under 
Harry's  stewardship,  the  dealers  felt  comfortable  with  the  way  the  GSNA  ran 
things.  The  success  of  Harry's  efforts  in  1996  has  made  it  possible  for  the 
organization  to  obtain  Robert  Brueggeman  of  Positive  Protection,  Inc.  to 
serve  as  the  General  Show  Chairman  for  the  1997  GSNA  Convention. 
Brueggeman  has  successfully  run  shows  across  the  country'  including  the  N.Y. 
International  Convention.  We  are  indeed  fortunate  to  have  Bob  at  the  helm  in 
1997.  Already,  based  upon  preliminary  reports,  the  convention  is  expected  to  be 
sold  out. 

Convention  hours  open  to  the  public  are:  Thursday  ,  May  15,-  1  p.m. 
to  7  pm;  Friday,  May  16  -  10  a.m.  to  7  p.m.  and  Saturday,  May  17  -  10  a.m.  to 
6  p.m.  On  Saturday,  May  17,  (from  10  a.m.  to  3  p.m.),  Lawrence  Gentile,  Sr. 
will  run  a  YN  Meeting  for  children  [which  includes  lunch].  For  further 
information  call  Jill  Lagardere  (619)-728-1300;  Fax  (619)-728-8507. 

With  this  edition  of  the  Journal,  editors  have  changed  hands  as  well. 
Due  to  an  extremely  busy  work  load,  Chris  Connell  has  decided  to  give  up  the 
editor's  desk.  Since  my  term  has  only  a  few  more  months  to  run,  I  have  decided 
to  become  editor  during  the  interim  and  will  serve  at  the  pleasure  of  the  next 
President.  In  this  issue  you  will  find  articles  on  a  variety  of  numismatic  topics, 
news  of  GSNA  member  clubs,  and  other  pertinent  items  that  may  be  of  interest 
to  you  or  your  club  such  as  a  listing  of  GSNA  Speakers  and  their  topics. 

Finally,  please  fill  out  the  nomination  form  that  appears  on  the  inside 
back  cover  of  this  journal  and  send  it  in  properly  signed  by  April  15,  the 
designated  deadline.  The  success  of  any  organization  depends  on  those  willing 
to  become  an  active  part  of  its  continuance.  The  GSNA  cannot  exist  without 
officers,  nor  hold  a  convention  for  your  pleasure  either.  Since  the  President 
cannot  succeed  after  two  consecutive  terms,  someone  else  must  be  elected  to 
chair  the  meetings  and  lead  the  GSNA.  So,  why  run  scared  when  you  can  run 
for  President  of  a  wonderful  numismatic  association. 

Amo  Safran 
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Clubs  Around  the  State 

News  of  past  and  Upcoming  Events  by  your  Coin  Club 


Sussex  County  Coin  Club 

meets  at  the  Elks  along  the  Boardwalk  on  Lake  Mohawk 
the  second  Monday  of  the  month 
c/o  Frank  Dolan,  Pres. 

P.O.  Box  78 

Delaware  Water  Gap,  PA  18327 


The  Sussex  County  Coin  club  will  be  conducting  a  Coin  Investing  Contest  for 
its  fourth  consecutive  year.  According  to  President  Frank  Dolan,  "the  contest  has  been 
an  educational  tool  as  well  as  an  interesting  part  of  our  monthly  meetings."  The  contest 
rules  are  fairly  straight  forward.  Given  up  to  $10,000  to  spend  for  investment  purposes, 
each  entrant  must  choose  ten  ’units'  from  U.S.  coins,  (i.e.,  anything  from  individual  coins 
per  unit  to  sets  or  rolls).  The  winner  would  be  the  individual  with  the  greatest  net  gain 
based  on  the  prices  listed  in  Coin  World  Trends  beginning  March  3rd,  10  and  17,  1997 
editions.  A  donation  of  $5.00  in  the  form  of  an  entry  fee  (per  10  units)  with  a  maximum 
of  three  entry  fees  per  individual  (or  30  units)  will  provide  the  club  with  an  ante  from 
which  the  winners  at  year’s  end  will  receive  40%  (1st  place);  25%  (2nd  Place),  15% 
(3rd  place)  and  20%  to  the  club.  The  contest  will  track  the  monthly  progress  and  report 
all  monthly  entries  and  the  winners  will  be  aw'arded  their  prizes  at  the  club  Christmas 
party.  No  entries  will  be  accepted  after  March  17.  At  the  February  meeting,  Frank  Dolan 
gave  a  talk  on  early  U.S.  copper  coinage  (1785-1857). 


New  Jersey  Numismatic  Society 

meets  at  the  Helen  Chase  Room  of  the  Madison,  NJ  Public  Library' 

the  third  Monday  of  the  month 

Steve  Middleton,  President 

P.O.  Box  83 

Boonton,  NJ  07005 

After  two  years  as  President,  Amo  Safran  turned  the  gavel  over  to  new' 
President,  Steve  Middleton  who  was  also  the  1996  recipient  of  the  Charles  F. 
Nettleship  award.  The  award  is  presented  for  distinguished  service  and 
scholarship  in  numismatics  to  a  deserving  member  of  the  Society.  Since  1933, 
the  year  of  its  inception,  only  13  members  have  received  the  award.  1996  ended 
with  William  H.  Horton,  Jr.  presenting  a  slide  talk  on  large  U.S.  Bank  notes 
featuring  the  larger  denominations.  In  January,  David  Gladfelter  was  the  guest 
speaker  on  N.J.  Scrip  and  Obsolete  Paper  Money. 
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Clubs  Around  the  State  (continued) 

Ocean  County  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  the  Brick  Twp.,  NJ  Municipal  Complex 
the  first  and  third  Tuesday  of  the  month 
James  Majoros,  President 
65  16th  Street 
Toms  River,  NJ 

President  Jim  Majoros  reports  that  since  September,  1996,  there  has 
been  a  strong  influx  of  young  numismatists  attending  our  meetings,  and  so. 
with  the  help  of  member  Doug  Coil  as  YN  advisor,  the  club  holds  a  YN 
meeting  beginning  at  7:15  in  which  up  to  eight  youngsters  are  given 
numismatic  projects  and  challenges.  Already  some  of  the  YN's  have 
demonstrated  a  keen  knowledge  for  errors  and  unusual  die  varieties  many  adult 
collectors  often  take  for  granted. 

At  its  January  7  meeting,  Amo  Saffan  presented  a  demonstration  and 
slide  talk  on  Coin  photography.  The  club  will  be  holding  its  annual  National 
Coin  Week  Show,  Tues.  Apr.  1;  from  6  to  9  p.m.  at  its  regular  meeting 
location.  (See  above!)  Dealers  tables  are  $5.00.  For  more  information,  call  Jim 
Majoros  at  (908)-255-691 1. 

Watchung  Hills  Coin  Club 

meets  at  O’Connors  Steak  and  Ale  Restaurant  on  Mountain  Blvd.  (rte.  527)  in  Watchung,  NJ 
the  second  Tuesday  of  the  month 

Chris  Connell,  President 
P.O.  Box  4144 
Warren,  NJ  07059 

In  January,  Greg  Heim  spoke  on  the  Proper  Cleaning  and 
Preservation  of  early  U.S.  copper  Coins  illustrating  the  "Do's  and  Don'ts" 
regarding  this  highly  controversial  and  'touchy1  subject.  Each  meeting  of  the 
club  usually  has  a  speaker  followed  by  a  Show  &  Tell  which  is  reported  with 
great  verve  by  the  club's  secretary',  Peter  Wacker  in  the  Hills  Numismatist  each 
month.  The  club  will  be  holding  its  14th  anniversary  annual  Coin  Show  on 
Sunday,  March  23  at  the  Elks  in  Bridgewater  Twp.  located  on  Rte.  28  just 
V/i  miles  west  of  1-287.  For  further  information,  contact  the  club's  General 
Show  Chairman  Greg  Heim,  P.O.  Box  7652  North  Brunswick.  NJ  08902-7652 
or  phone  (908)-297-8653. 
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Clubs  Around  the  State  (continued  from  the  previous  page) 

Trenton  Numismatic  Club 

Meets  at  the  Jewish  Community  Center, 

999  Lower  Ferry  Rd.  in  Ewing  Tup.,  NJ 
on  the  fourth  Monday  of  the  month. 

Ray  Williams,  President 
Mailing  address  is  P.O.  Box  8122, 

Trenton,  NJ  08650 

Ray  Williams  was  elected  President  for  an  unprecedented  sixth 
consecutive  term  at  the  club's  annual  holiday  Banquet  meeting  held  on 
December  23.  Imploring  the  proletariat  to  put  up  someone  to  run  against  him, 
his  pleas  were  drowned  out  by  the  unusually  buoyant  throng,  enjoying  the 
victuals  at  the  holiday  bash.  "If  it  aint  broke,  why  fix  it?"  seemed  to  be  the 
motto  heard  'round  the  club  meeting  room  and  the  entire  executive  board  was 
reelected  unanimously  along  with  him.  At  the  February  meeting,  Ray  showed 
videos  of  specific  coins  being  described  on  the  radio  program  "Money  Talks". 

[Ray  is  fast  becoming  the  media  expert  for  the  GSNA,  so  if  you  your  club  has  needs  in  this  area,  contact 
him.  His  address  is  listed  in  the  matrix  of  GSNA  Executive  Board  responsibilities  in  this  journal,  ed.] 

The  club's  annual  Spring  show  is  slated  for  Sunday,  June  29  at  the  Hibernian 
Hall  located  on  Kuser  Road  in  Yardville,  NJ,  just  off  Exit  7 A  of  the  Jersey 
T'pke  and  Exit  3B  west  on  1-195.  For  information  contact  General  Show 
Chairman,  Harry  Garrison,  P.O.  Box  8422,  Trenton,  NJ  08650  (609)-585-8104. 

Hackettstown  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  the  HackettstowTi  Community  Center  on  Rte.  46 

on  the  fourth  Wednesday  of  the  month 

Robert  Beels,  President 

RD ,  Box  1437 

East  Stroudsburg,  PA  18301 

Robert  Beels  has  become  the  new  President  of  the  Hackettsown  Coin 
club  succeeding  John  Cubberly.  Other  officers  are  Vice  President.  John 
Cubberly,  Secretary,  John  DeRoma  and  Treasurer,  Alan  Pamau.  who  also 
publishes  the  club's  monthly  newsletter.  One  of  its  features  is  a  calendar  listing 
of  all  the  GSNA  club  meetings.  The  club  has  programmed  a  number  of  speakers 
from  all  around  the  state  on  a  variety  of  topics  including  Hard  Times  tokens  and 
U.S.  copper  coinage  from  colonials  to  1857. 
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CLUBS  AROUND  THE  STATE  (continued) 

Northern  Valley  Coin  Club 

Meets  in  the  Social  Hall  of  the  Demarest  Methodist  Church,  109  Hardenburgh  Avenue  in  Demarest  NJ 

on  the  fourth  Tuesday  of  the  month 

John  Lorenzo,  President 

P.O.  Box  148 

Demarest,  NJ  07627 

John  Lorenzo,  the  new  President  of  the  Northern  Valley  Coin  Club 
gave  a  talk  on  "Primitive  Money"  at  their  312th  meeting  on  February  25.  The 
club  has  issued  a  copper  and  silver  medal  which  are  priced  at  $5  and  $15 
respectively.  To  order  your  medal,  send  check  made  out  to  the  Northern  Valley 
Coin  Club,  P.O.  Box  148,  Demarest,  NJ  07627 

the  Classical  Numismatic  Society  of  the  Delaware  Valley 

meets  at  the  Camden  County  Library  on  MacArthur  Boulevard  in  Westmont.  NJ 
on  the  second  Saturday  of  the  month  at  1 :00  p.m. 

Phil  DeVicci,  President 
P.O.  Box  531 

Moorestown,  NJ  08057-0531 

In  the  February  newsletter  edited  by  Chris  Connell.  Phil  DeVicci  notes 
the  difference  between  the  "Accumulator"  collector  and  the  "Numismatist" 
Collector  citing  that  "One  fellowr  in  Pennsylvania  really  liked  1856  Flying 
Eagle  cents  and  amassed  several  hundreds  of  these.  When  his  heirs  came  to  sell 
them,  they  had  to  be  dispersed  over  many  decades  so  as  not  to  depress  the 
market.  On  the  other  hand,  club  member  Fred  Shore  put  together  a  stellar 
collection  of  Parthian  coins.  He  then  published  a  book  on  these,  exciting 
hundreds  of  new  collectors,  and  then  sold  his  collection  for  truly  record  prices." 


CLUBS  AROUND  THE  STATE  is  a  regular  monthly  feature  of  your  New  Jersey 
Numismatic  Journal.  If  you  would  like  to  see  news  of  your  club  activities  in  print  please  send  a  clear 
typewritten  or  computer-font  copy  to  the  editor,  .Amo  Saffan.  P.O.  Box  605.  Lakewood.  NJ  08701  For 
the  next  issue,  copy  must  be  in  the  editor's  hands  by  March  3 1 . 
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Speaking  of  Halves:  The  Neglected  Half  Dollar 

an  editorial 


Some  say,  the  cent  should  be  eliminated  because  it  is  practically 
worthless  and  the  design  hasn't  been  changed  in  so  long,  even  Lincoln  Cent 
collectors  have  stopped  collecting  them.  Others  would  add  the  5c  nickel  to  the 
elimination  heap  rounding  off  taxes  and  change  making  to  the  nearest  dime. 

Then  there's  the  half  dollar,  arguably  our  most  perfectly  sized  coin 
when  displaying  the  engraver's  art,  but  like  the  traditional  large  sized  dollar 
coin,  considered  too  cumbersome  to  carry  around.  The  cash  register  doesn't 
have  a  place  for  them  and  the  vending  machines  never  provided  a  slot  for  the 
50c  piece.  Since  1941,  the  coin  has  hardly  been  used  and  is  practically  never 
seen,  yet  the  Mint  produces  millions  of  this  denomination  year  after  year. 
Furthermore,  today  it  is  comprised  of  100%  clad  debased  copper-nickel,  and  as 
such,  is  regarded  by  many  collectors  as  'worthless  junk'  along  with  the  rest  of 
our  contemporary  coinage. 

Back  in  the  early  19th  Century,  the  500  coin  didn't  circulate  much 
either,  but  for  a  different  reason.  The  Bust  half  was  kept  in  bank  vaults;  its 
silver  value  representing  specie  in  support  of  business  transactions  and  loans  to 
investors.  Today  it  has  little  monetary  value  and  one  questions  whether  its 
continued  production  is  warranted.  Of  course,  if  we  eliminate  both  the  10  and 
5c  nickel  along  with  the  SI  and  $2  bill,  strike  100,  250,  50c,  S1.00  and  $2.00 
coins  with  new  designs  and  adjusted  sizes,  and  round  everything  to  the  nearest 
dime,  the  half  dollar  might  just  rise  again.  Inflation,  you  say?  Not  if  the  retailer 
charges  S9.90  instead  of  $  10. 10.  What  do  you  think? 


Send  responses  to  the  editor  c/o  Amo  Safran.  P.O.  Box  605  Lakewood,  NJ  08701 
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The  First  U.S.  Mint 


by  John  Sullivan 

What  does  a  still-house,  the  date  July  31,  1792,  and  an  electrical 
contractor  have  in  common?  The  common  thread  is  the  site  of  the  first  U.S. 
Mint.  On  April  2,  1792  Congress  passed  an  act  authorizing  the  establishment  of 
the  first  U.S  Mint.  The  site  chosen  was  an  L-shaped  property  that  was  later 
Numbered  37-39  North  Seventh  Street  and  631  Filbert  Street.  The  property  was 
also  bounded  by  Sugar  and  Bone  Alleys.  On  July  18th.  the  United  States  paid 
$4266.67  for  the  site  and  Standing  on  that  lot  was  the  Michale  Shubert 
Distillery.  Mint  accounting  records  show  that  upon  the  demolition  of  the 
distillery,  the  Mint  sold  the  materials  from  the  demolished  structure  and 
received  seven  shillings  and  six  pence.  David  Rittenhouse  was  named  Director 
of  the  Mint  and  on  July  31,  1792,  he  laid  the  corner  stone  for  the  Mint.  The 
coinage  presses  for  the  new  Mint  arrived  on  September  21,  1792  and  they 
began  operation  on  October  9,  1792. 

The  following  are  a  list  of  some  of  the  firsts  for  the  new  Mint: 

>  The  first  coinage  of  the  mint  was  silver  half  dimes. 

>  The  first  purchase  of  metal  for  minting  was  six  pounds  of  copper 
for  the  sum  of  one  dollar. 

>  The  first  silver  was  supplied  by  George  Washington. 

>  The  first  gold  for  minting  was  supplied  by  Boston  merchant  Moses 
Brown.  The  government  paid  in  silver  coin  the  sum  of  $2,276.00.  The  gold  was 
made  into  five  dollar  coins. 


(continued  on  next  page) 
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>  The  first  security  system  for  a  federal  building  consisted  of  the 
following:  a  watch  dog  at  a  cost  of  S3. 00,  a  36lA  pound  yard  bell  for  $17.82,  a 
watchman,  two  whale  oil  lamps  and  a  shack  for  the  watchman. 

The  new  Mint  facility'  consisted  of  three  buildings.  The  front  building 
was  the  office,  the  middle  building  was  the  coining  building,  and  the  rear 
building  was  the  mill.  According  to  Walter  Breen,  in  January  of  1816,  "a  bucket 
of  hot  wood  ashes,  in  the  yard  next  to  the  Mint's  mill-house,  set  fire  to  this  and 
the  adjacent  building”.  The  repairs  took  about  one  year  to  complete.  As  a  result 
no  coins  of  any  kind  were  struck  that  year;  the  cents  dated  1816  having  been 
coined  December,  1815  according  to  numismatic  researcher,  Robert  W.  Julian. 
The  first  Mint  remained  in  operation  for  40  years,  1792-1832.  In  May,  1833  a 
new  modem  Mint  was  erected  at  Juniper  and  Chestnut  Streets,  also  located  in 
Philadelphia.  This  new  Mint  was  acclaimed  by  many,  as  a  world  class  facility. 

In  1836  Michael  Kates  bought  the  original  Mint  property.  President 
Jackson  signed  the  deed  over  to  Mr.  Kates.  The  property'  stayed  in  the  hands  of 
the  Kates  family  until  1907.  when  it  was  purchased  by  a  Philadelphia  electrical 
contractor  named  Frank  H.  Stewart.  Stewart  was  a  student  of  colonial  history 
and  a  collector  of  artifacts  of  that  period.  Mr.  Stewart  made  every  effort  to  have 
the  Mint  building  saved  and  erected  on  another  site.  He  offered  the  building  to 
the  cityr  of  Philadelphia  but  his  offer  was  refused. 

Today  the  William  Green  Jr.  Federal  Building  stands  on  the  site  of  the 
first  Mint.  On  September  24,  1992  then  United  States  Treasurer  Catalina 
Vasquez  Villalpando  and  Philadelphia  Mint  Superintendent  John  T.  Martino 
dedicated  a  plaque  marking  the  site  of  our  country  's  first  federal  building  which 
w  as  also  the  site  of  our  first  Mint. 


John  Sullivan  is  Recording  Secretary  for  the  GSNA,  1st  Vice  President  of  the  Trenton 
Numismatic  Club  and  a  frequent  contributor  to  this  journal  with  articles  usually  centered  around  the 
foundation  of  our  Republic 
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The  Foundin2  of  the  Charlotte  Mint 

by  Bob  Graul 


The  story  of  the  branch  United  States  Mints  is  primarily  the  story  of 
the  discovery  of  gold  and  silver  in  various  parts  of  the  United  States.  The  first 
branch  mints  were  located  in  established  areas  where  gold  had  been  discovered 
in  quantity.  These  were  at  Dahlonega,  Georgia,  Charlotte,  North  Carolina  and 
New  Orleans,  Louisiana. 

The  Charlotte  Mint's  story  begins  in  1799  when  a  twelve-year  old  boy 
named  Conrad  Reed  was  playing  in  a  small  stream  called  Meadow  Creek  when 
he  noticed  a  yellow  substance  in  the  water.  He  picked  it  up  and  took  it  home  but 
his  father,  John  Reed  had  no  idea  of  what  it  was.  Since  gold  had  never  been 
known  in  that  part  of  the  country,  John  Reed  and  others  who  had  found  similar 
bits  of  metal  assumed  it  was  something  else.  Chunks  of  gold  were  used  for  door 
steps  and  gold  dust  was  used  to  reduce  rust  on  rifles.  Finally,  in  1802,  John 
Reed  took  the  metal  to  a  Fayetteville  jeweler  who  identified  it  as  gold.  Although 
Reed  sold  the  piece  of  gold  to  the  jeweler  for  a  price  w  hich  was  w  ell  below  the 
real  market  value,  he  and  several  others  began  to  explore  the  creek.  Soon  their 
mining  operation  began  to  uncover  large  quantities  of  gold,  including  a 
twenty-eight  pound  nugget  in  1803.  Gold  mining  soon  became  well  organized 
in  a  region  that  included  parts  of  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina  and  Georgia. 

Unfortunately,  once  the  miners  had  discovered  the  gold,  they  did  not 
know  what  to  do  with  it.  A  quantity'  of  the  bullion  found  its  way  on  to  ships 
bound  for  other  countries.  To  have  exchange  value,  most  of  the  gold  needed  to 
be  sent  to  the  Philadelphia  Mint  in  order  to  be  officially  assayed  and  made  into 
coins.  This  presented  serious  problems  since  sending  gold  to  Philadelphia 
required  a  long,  costly  and  often  dangerous  journey.  Also,  as  more  and  more 

(continued  on  page  1 1 ) 
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Bechtler  Mint  Gold  (continued  from  previous  page) 


people  arrived  in  the  gold  mining  areas,  coin  shortages  developed  since  the 
miners  usually  came  with  the  tools  of  their  trade  but  very  little  money.  The  only 
method  of  payment  was  gold  dust  which  was  carried  in  bird  quills.  The  dust 
w  ould  be  shaken  onto  a  scale  until  the  weight  based  upon  the  value  of  the  gold 
equaled  the  price  of  the  merchandise. 

Some  people  began  to  look  for  alternatives  to  the  earning  of  gold  dust. 
Private  mints  were  one  solution.  In  1830  a  German  immigrant  named 
Christopher  Bechtler,  his  sons  Augustus,  Charles  and  a  nephew,  also  named 
Christopher,  journeyed  into  Rutherfordton,  NC  in  the  heart  of  the  gold  mining 
territory.  The  elder  Bechtler,  a  gunsmith  and  goldsmith  by  trade,  seeing  the 
problems  the  miners  were  facing,  decided  to  open  a  private  mint  and  produce 
gold  coins. 

By  1831  Bechtler  was  striking  gold  coins.  He  not  only  produced 
quarter  eagles  ($2.50)  and  half  eagles  ($5.00)  but  also  the  first  $1.00  gold  coin 
issued  in  the  United  States.  The  U.S.  Mint  did  not  begin  coining  $1.00  gold 
pieces  until  1849.  Every'  coin  that  Bechlter  minted  had  the  value  on  the  coin, 
also  its  weight  and  Bechlter's  name  stamped  on  it.  He  intended  that  his  $2.50 
and  $5.00  gold  pieces  have  the  same  intrinsic  value  as  their  U.S.  counterparts. 
Eventually,  his  coins  found  their  way  to  the  U.S.  Mint  in  Philadelphia  where 
assayers  there  determined  that  they  did  indeed  have  the  same  intrinsic  value. 
Once  it  became  known  that  Bechtler's  privately  minted  gold  coins  was  as  'good' 
as  the  government's  his  coins  began  to  circulate  more  freely  than  the  scarcer 
U.S.  coins.  Miners  from  greater  distances  began  to  bring  their  gold  to  Bechtler 
for  coining.  Bechtler's  charge  to  the  miners  was  2%  of  the  seigniorage.  An 
experienced  metallurgist,  Bechtler  could  have  easily  cheated  the  backwoods 
people  he  dealt  with,  but  he  established  and  maintained  a  reputation  for 
honesty. 

Christopher  Bechtler  died  in  1842.  His  son  and  later  his  nephew'  took 
over  the  minting  operation  running  it  for  at  least  another  ten  years.  But  they 
were  not  as  honest  as  Christopher.  Their  coins  were  frequently  of  poor  quality 
in  terms  of  fineness  and  weight.  While  the  Bechtler  Mint  was  in  full  operation. 
Congress  debated  the  issue  of  establishing  branch  mints.  On  March  3,  1835, 
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after  being  convinced  that  the  gold  received  from  the  port  of  New  Orleans  as 
well  as  the  gold  mined  in  North  Carolina  and  Georgia  was  of  sufficient 
quantity  and  good  quality,  and  whereas  transportation  to  Philadelphia  would  be 
more  expensive  than  the  setting  up  of  branch  mints,  they  passed  a  law 
establishing  a  branch  mint  in  New  Orleans  to  coin  gold  and  silver  and  in 
Dahlonega,  GA  and  Charlotte,  NC  for  the  striking  of  gold  coins  only.  Although 
construction  proceeded  slowly,  at  the  end  of  March  1838,  coinage  of  Half 
Eagles  at  the  Charlotte  Mint  had  begun.  The  first  branch  U  S.  Mint  was  in 
operation. 


(Bob  Graul,  is  a  collector  and  member  of  the  Watchung  Hills  Coin  Club  who  enjoys 
writing  about  19th  Century  and  early  20th  Century  American  lifestyle  and  the  coins  and 
transportation  tokens  that  were  part  of  that  experience.,  ed. 


Upcoming  Club  Shows  Calendar 

March  23  Watchung  Hills  Coin  Club  Bridgewater  Twp.,  NJ 

Elks,  Rte.  28  l‘/2  mile  west  of  1-287 
35  dealers  -  Gen.  Show  Chair.  Greg  Heim 
P.O.  Box  7652,  North  Brunswick,  NJ  08902-7652  (908>297-8653 


April  1  Ocean  County  Coin  Club  Brick,  NJ 

National  Coin  Week  Show 
Brick  Twp.  Municipal  Building,  Rte.  549,  Just  off 
the  G.S.  PTcy,  Exit  91  (from  the  north);  Exit  90  (from  the  South) 

6  to  10  p.m.  Jim  Majoros  (908)-255-691 1 


May  15-17  GSNA  Convention  Pennsauken,  NJ 

South  Jersey  Expo  Center  Rtes.  73,  130  and  Haddonfield  Rd. 


May  25 


Sussex  Coin  Club  Lake  Mohawk,  NJ 

Memorial  Weekend  Sunday  Show 
Elks  on  the  Boardwalk  from  10  to  4  p.m. 


June  29  Trenton  Numismatic  Club  Spring  Show  Yardville.  NJ 

Hibernian  Hall  on  Kuser  Rd. 

Jers.  Tpke  to  Exit  7  A;  then  west  on  1-195  to  Exit  3B  (3  miles);  Turn  left  at  first  right  Hall  is  a  short 

distance  on  your  left. 

35  dealers  -  Harry  Garrison,  P.O.  Box  8422.  Trenton.  NJ  08650  (609>585-8104 
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GSNA  Welcomes  Its  NEW  MEMBERS 

Henry  Oswald  (R-1368)  Rudolph  Gilberti  (R-1371)  Michael  Nemerof  (R-1374) 
Steven  Kavvalec  (R-1369)  Mason  Frazee  (J-1372)  Stephen  R.  Ross  Jr.  (J-1375) 

Wm.  Wallenstein  (R- 1370)  Ben  Miller  (J- 1373)  Tom  Czajkowski  (R- 1376) 

New  Rules  for  Numismatist  and  GSNA  Club  of  the  Year  Contest 

$100  Club  Award  and  $50  Bond  INDIVIDUAL  Award 

In  order  for  GSNA  member  clubs  and  their  members  to  have  a  greater 
opportunity  for  qualifying  to  compete  for  two  GSNA  monetary  awards  for 
1996-97,  the  criteria  for  both  have  been  modified. 

Recommendations  for  the  "GSNA  Club  of  the  Year"  award  ($100)  will 
include  a  summary  off  club  activities  for  the  period  of  April  1,  1996  through 
March  31,  1997.  No  special  GSNA  form  is  required.  A  previous  club  winner  is 
ineligible  to  repeat  the  following  year. 

Recommendations  for  "GSNA  Numismatist  of  the  Year"  award  ($50 
Savings  Bond  may  now  include  non  GSNA  individual  members  as  long  as  they 
are  members  of  a  GSNA  club. 

The  deadline  for  all  recommendations  is  April  15,  1997.  Please  send 
to  GSNA,  65  -  16th  Street,  Toms  River,  NJ  08753.  For  further  information  and 
award  criteria,  call  (908)-255-691 1  or  write  to  the  above.  To  date,  five  clubs 
have  submitted  recommendations.  We  sincerely  hope  and  encourage  the  other 
member  clubs  to  participate. 


•  nn  •  • 

Coin  Trivia 


Since  the  modem  U.S.  commemorative  program  was 
renewed  in  1982  there  have  been  only  two  .900  fine  silver  half 
dollars  struck.  Can  you  name  them  both  and  the  dates  they  were 
issued9  The  answer  will  appear  in  the  Spring,  1997  issue  of  the 
Journal. 


If  you  have  a  Coin  Trivia  question  or  Coin  Crossword  puzzle  you  would  like  to 
submit,  please  send  to  the  editor,  do  Amo  Safran,  P.O.  Box  605,  Lakewood,  NJ  08701 
by  March  3 1 ,  the  deadline  for  the  Spring  issue  of  the  N.  J.  Numismatic  Journal. 
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GSNA  Speakers'  Bureau 

Below  is  a  partial  listing  of  GSNA  speakers  and  their  topics  to  be  updated  in  future  issues. 
Contact  Ray  Williams  (See  below,)  for  further  details. 


Christopher  T.  Connell 
Harry  Garrison 
David  Gladfelter 
Greg  Heim 

William  H.  Horton,  Jr. 
David  Lange 

Michael  Molnar 

Arno  Safran 


Ray  Williams 


Byzantine  Coins 

Canadian  Pre-Confederation  Tokens 
NJ  Obsolete  Paper  Money  and  Scrip 
’’Red  Book"  Varieties  of  the  Draped  Bust  Vit 
U.S.  Large  Bank  Notes 
America's  Philippine  Coinage 
The  Lincoln  Cent 

Astrological  Signs  on  Classical  Coinage 
Ancients  Coins  and  the  Christmas  Star 
Hard  Times  Tokens 
Liberty'  Seated  Silver  Coinage 
Legal  Tender-Latin  Americana 
The  Art  of  Metal  Detecting 
New  Jersey  Coppers 


1995-1997  GSNA  Officers 


GSNA  Pres  &  NJNJ  ed 

Arno  Safran 

P.O.  Box  605 

Lakewood,  NJ  08701 

Amo  is  the  person  to  contact  about  GSNA  activities  and 
with  articles  for  publication  or  to  publicize  your  upcoming 
Club  events  in  the  journal.  See  posted  deadlines  in  this  issue1 

GSNA  1st  Vice  President 

Chris  Connell 

P.O.  Box  1871 

Brick,  NJ  08723 

As  1st  Vice  President,  Chris  is  the  person  to  contact  if 
you  need  to  accomplish  a  goal.  Chris  can  refer 

you  if  he  cannot  help  you  himself. 

GSNA  2nd  Vice  President 

Ray  Williams 

924  Norway  Ave. 
Trenton,  NJ  08629 

Ray  is  in  charge  of  GSNA  Slide  and  Video  Programs,  the 
Speakers  Bureau,  and  GSNA  Certificates  for  Speakers  and 
for  Recognition  Awards.  Contact  Ray  if  you  need  a  Club 
program,  or  if  you  are  willing  to  speak  to  other  GSNA  Clubs 

GSNA  Corresponding 
Secretary 

Jim  Majoros 

65  -  16th  Street 

Toms  River,  NJ  08753 

Jim  is  in  charge  of  GSNA  public  relations,  and  also  of 
maintaining  our  membership  rolls.  Contact  him  for 

Change-of-Address,  member  renewals,  new  memberships, 
and  any  problems  with  name/address/phone  number,  or  for 
additional  information  about  GSNA  News  Releases 
Information  about  GSNA  members  is  never  available  to 
anyone. 

GSNA  Recording  Secretary 
John  Sullivan 

John  records  minutes  of  GSNA  Board  Meetings,  and  is 
custodian  of  the  records  of  the  Association 

GSNA  Treasurer 

Ronald  Thompson 

P.O.  Box  1332 

Summit,  NJ  07901 

Ron  maintains  the  financial  records  of  the  Association, 
including  all  publicly  available  financial  information  Many 
financial  records,  of  course,  have  limited  access,  however 
the  audits  of  GSNA  financial  records  are  available  for 
inspection  by  all  members 
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GSNA  NOMINATION  FORM 

Candidates  for  GSNA  Office  need  to  be  nominated  by  two  GSNA 
members  in  good  standing,  and  by  two  GSNA  member  Clubs. 
This  form  may  be  used  for  any  of  these  required  nominations;  more 
than  one  form  may  be  submitted. 

Nomination  Forms  must  be  received  by  April  15,  1997. 

Mail  all  Nominations  to: 

Jim  Majoros,  65-16th  Street,  Toms  River,  NJ  08753 

I  (WE)  nominate _ _ 

for  the  office  of _ of  the  Garden  State 

Numismatic  Association  in  1997-1999. 

CLUB  NAME _ GSNA  Number _ 

Officer's  signature  _ Title _ 

CLUB  NAME _ _ GSNA  Number _ 

Officer's  signature _  Title _ 

MEMBER'S  NAME _  _ GSNA  Number _ 

MEMBER'S  NAME _  GSNA  Number 
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P.O.  Box  605 
Lakewood,  NJ  08701 
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Applicants  for  Junior  Membership  must  include  date  of  birth 


